
Programme | Spring Meeting 2026 
Friday 13th March 2026 | Europa Hotel, Belfast 
 
 

This event is supported by industry partners. Takeda along with Johnson & Johnson are the platinum sponsors for this meeting. Various other 
pharmaceutical companies will sponsor the meeting with silver & gold packages.  
*Norgine Pharmaceuticals Ltd and are also sponsoring the event along with other pharmaceutical companies.  
*Celltrion has provided funding sponsorship for this event. 
Sponsors have no input to the agenda or selection of speakers. Sponsored sessions are not included in the CPD Credits. 

08:30 – 08:55 Registration & Breakfast Exchange Entrance 
Morning Symposium (Takeda – Sponsored) 
09:00 – 09:30 A Decade of Gut-Selective Therapy for UC 

 
Chair: Dr Graham Morrison 
Speaker: Dr Oliver Brain, Consultant 
Gastroenterologist 

09:30 – 09:40 Opening Remarks Dr Graham Turner 
Session 1: Precision staging of early GI cancer (pT1): integrating optical endoscopy and histopathology to guide 
endoscopic versus surgical management. 
Panel Chairs:  Dr. Darragh McCullagh & Dr. Shakir Zaman 
09:40 – 10:25 Optical diagnosis of advanced adenomas and 

selection of endoscopic resection techniques 
Dr Georg Spaun  
Director of Surgical Endoscopy, Ordensklinikum 
Linz 

10:25 – 11:00 Complex polyps and pT1 cancers: defining curative 
resection and identifying high-risk pathological 
features 

Professor Maurice Loughrey 

COFFEE BREAK: 11:00 – 11:15 
Session 2: Multidisciplinary Case-Based Session 
Panel Chairs:  Dr. Darragh McCullagh & Dr. Ryan Doherty 
11:15 – 12:40 From scope to slide to scan: multidisciplinary 

decision-making in early (pT1) GI cancer 
Cases: Oesophageal, Gastric, Rectal, Colonic 
 
Followed by a panel discussion 

Chair: Dr Darragh McCullagh 
Panel; Dr Georg Spaun (Endoscopy), 
Dr Maurice Loughrey (Histopathology), 
Mr. Damien McKay (Colorectal Surgeon) 

LUNCH: 12:40 – 13:25 
Afternoon Symposium (Johnson & Johnson – Sponsored) 
13:30 – 14:00 Latest Treatment update in IBD 

 
Chair: Dr Graham Turner 
Speaker: Dr John Paul Seenan, Consultant 
gastroenterologist 

Session 3: Afternoon Clinical Session 
Panel Chairs: Dr. James Doyle & Dr. Kyle ODonovan 
14:00 – 14:20 Management of high-output stomas in intestinal 

failure 
Dr Gerard Rafferty 
 

14:20 – 14:40 A practical approach to the constipated patient Dr Graham Morrison 
 

COFFEE BREAK: 14:40 – 14:55 
Session 4: Oral Abstract Session 
Panel Chairs: Dr. Lisa McNeill & Dr Rebecca Reid 
15:00 – 15:40 Oral Abstract Session Selected abstracts across gastroenterology and 

hepatology 
Session 5: Guest Lecturer 
Panel Chairs: Dr. Lisa McNeill & Dr Rebecca Reid 
15:40 – 16:15 Approaching liver disease in pregnancy Professor Michael Heneghan 
Closing 
16:15 – 16:25 Panel Q&A  
16:25 – 16:30 Conference Close Abstract Winner Announced 


